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the goals of H.R. 2237 and to vote for it,
because those of us who worked so hard
on the Lee amendment prior to today
support this and want to see a strong
vote for it.

——
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CONGRESS SUPPORTS EDUCATION
IN TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK

(Mr. ETHERIDGE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, as a
former school chief serving in Con-
gress, I rise today to commemorate Na-
tional Teacher Appreciation Week.

All across America this week, our
Nation’s school children, parents,
PTAs and others are gathering to show
their appreciation to the professional
educators who work every day to make
their futures brighter. Teacher Appre-
ciation Week is a great opportunity to
stop and pay tribute to the profession
that shapes the world of tomorrow.

Mr. Speaker, I think it is important
to note that this new Democratic Con-
gress is doing its part to support edu-
cation in our communities. Democrats
rejected President Bush’s misguided
educational budget cuts. Earlier this
year, the House passed a balanced
budget resolution that provides billions
of dollars more for the non-neglected
priorities like Head Start, secondary
education, the Individuals With Dis-
ability Act and important initiatives.

In addition, my colleagues and I have
crafted bipartisan legislation to pro-
vide critical investment in our school
construction and modernization across
this country. The Rangel-Ramstad-
Etheridge America Better Classrooms
Act will provide $25 billion in interest-
free bonds for local schools. This bill
will make a difference in our commu-
nities, our children and our teachers.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in this piece of legislation on
National Teacher Appreciation Week.

————

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND
MEMORY OF KATIE M. SOENKSEN

(Mr. BRALEY of Iowa asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to celebrate the life and the
memory of PFC Katie Soenksen, who
graduated from Davenport North High
School in 2005 and died in an explosion
on May 2 in West Baghdad, Iraq, while
conducting a security mission in Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom.

Katie was a 19-year-old woman from
Davenport, Iowa, who was a member of
the 410th Military Police Company
from Fort Hood, Texas. She left behind
a loving family, including her parents,
Ron and Mary Ann Soenksen, a broth-
er, Matthew, from Davenport, and a
sister, Sarah, from Blue Springs, Mis-
souri.

Katie’s friends and family remember
her as a fun-loving, energetic young

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

woman who loved bowling, playing
softball and spending time with her
friends.

Mr. Speaker, as we come to the floor
every day and decide important public
policy issues that affect the lives of
people like Katie Soenksen, I hope we
all remember that this is something we
are all in together, and the lives of fu-
ture generations of Americans are af-
fected by the policies that we set on
this floor.

———

CONGRATULATING THE CITY OF
CHICAGO FOR BEING CHOSEN TO
REPRESENT THE UNITED
STATES TO HOST THE 2016 OLYM-
PIC AND PARALYMPIC GAMES

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on
Foreign Affairs be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of the Senate con-
current resolution (S. Con. Res. 28)
congratulating the City of Chicago for
being chosen to represent the United
States in the international competi-
tion to host 2016 Olympic and
Paralympic Games, and encouraging
the International Olympic Committee
to select Chicago as the site of the 2016
Olympic and Paralympic Games, and
ask for its immediate consideration in
the House.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
concurrent resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

The Clerk read the Senate concur-
rent resolution, as follows:

S. CoN. RES. 28

Whereas the City of Chicago has been se-
lected by the United States Olympic Com-
mittee to represent the United States in its
bid to host the 2016 Summer Olympic and
Paralympic Games;

Whereas by 2016, 20 years will have passed
since the Summer Olympics were held in a
city in the United States;

Whereas Chicago is a world-class city with
remarkable diversity, culture, history, and
people;

Whereas the citizens of Chicago take great
pride in all aspects of their city and have a
deep love for sports;

Whereas Chicago already holds a place in
the international community as a city of im-
migrants from around the world, who are
eager to be ambassadors to visiting Olympic
athletes;

Whereas the Olympic and Paralympic
Games will be played in the heart of Chicago
so that athletes and visitors can appreciate
the beauty of the downtown parks and lake-
front;

Whereas Chicago is one of the transpor-
tation hubs of the world and can provide ac-
cessible transportation to international visi-
tors through extensive rail, transit, and
motorways infrastructure, combined with
the world-class O’Hare and Midway Inter-
national Airports;

Whereas the motto of the 2016 Olympic and
Paralympic Games in Chicago would be
‘‘Stir the Soul,” and the games would inspire
citizens around the world, both young and
old;

Whereas a Midwestern city has not hosted
the Olympic Games since the 1904 games in
St. Louis, Missouri, and the opportunity to
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host the Olympics would be an achievement
not only for Chicago and for the State of Illi-
nois, but also for the entire Midwest;

Whereas hosting the 2016 Olympic and
Paralympic Games would provide substan-
tial local, regional, and national economic
benefits;

Whereas Mayor Richard M. Daley, Patrick
Ryan, and members of the Chicago 2016 Com-
mittee have campaigned tirelessly to secure
Chicago’s bid to host the Olympic and
Paralympic Games;

Whereas through the campaign to be se-
lected by the United States Olympic Com-
mittee, Chicago’s citizens, officials, workers,
community groups, and businesses have dem-
onstrated their ability to come together to
exemplify the true spirit of the Olympic
Games and the City of Chicago; and

Whereas the Olympic and Paralympic
Games represent the best of the human spirit
and there is no better fit for hosting this
event than one of the world’s truly great cit-
ies: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) congratulates the City of Chicago on se-
curing the bid to represent the United States
in the international competition to host the
2016 Olympic and Paralympic Games; and

(2) encourages the International Olympic
Committee to select Chicago as the site of
the 2016 Olympic and Paralympic Games.

The Senate concurrent resolution
was concurred in.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

SMALL BUSINESS FAIRNESS IN
CONTRACTING ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 383 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 1873.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
1873) to reauthorize the programs and
activities of the Small Business Ad-
ministration relating to procurement,
and for other purposes, with Mr. CROW-
LEY (Acting Chairman) in the chair.
The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The Acting CHAIRMAN. When the
Committee of the Whole rose on
Wednesday, May 9, 2007, amendment
No. 8 printed in House Report 110-137
by the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
JACKSON-LEE) had been disposed of.
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHATRMAN
The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, proceedings will
now resume on those amendments on
which further proceedings were post-
poned, in the following order:
Amendment No. 4, as modified, by
Mr. SESTAK of Pennsylvania.
Amendment No. 2 by Mr. SHULER of
North Carolina.
Amendment No. 3 by Ms. BEAN of Illi-
nois.
The Chair will reduce to 5 minutes
the time for any electronic vote after
the first vote in this series.
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